
4. This morning I saw a neighbor 

talking to her cat.  It was obvious 

she thought the cat understood.  

I came home and told my 

dog...and we both had a good 

laugh. 

3. The world has turned upside 

down...Old folks are sneaking out 

of the house and their kids are 

yelling at them to stay home! 

2. 2019 resolution:  To Stay 

away from negative people.   

2020 resolution: To stay away 

from positive people. 

AND THE NUMBER ONE 

Joke (not joke…): 

The dumbest thing I ever 

bought was a 2020 Planner!! 

5. Every few days try on your 

real clothes to make sure they 

fit.  Pajamas will fool you into 

believing all is well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even in a pandemic, we are attracting new members!  Welcome to our newest friends! 
 

 Andrew Burroughs 12/6/20 

 Tom Walgamuth 11/16/20 

 Roberta Turk  11/6/20 

 Courtney Leitschuh 11/2/20 

 Marquist Northington 10/25/20 

Welcoming New Members! 

2020:  Just Laugh It Off... 
While we’re all anxious to see 

2020 in the rear view mirror, 

let’s kick it to the curb with a 

little humor.  Here are the “Ten 

best jokes regarding 2020:” 

10: Never in a million years 

could I have imagined going to a 

bank teller with a mask on and 

asking for money. 

9. I hope the weather is good 

tomorrow for my trip to the 

Backyard.  I’m tired of the Living 

Room. 

8. I need to practice social-

distancing from the refrigerator. 

7. I never thought the comment, 

“I wouldn’t touch him/her with 

a six foot pole!” would ever 

become national policy!! 

6. Does anyone know if we can 

take showers yet, or should we 

just keep washing our hands? 

 

Indianapolis 500 Section  
STAR Quarterly 
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• NATIONAL 

EVENTS  pg 3-4 

• WINTERIZING 

Tips  pg 5 
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“Do not fear, 

you will have 

your ‘New 

Member 

Breakfast’...it 

just won’t be 

in January."  

 

Qtr 1 2021— “COVID Edition” 
As of midnight tonight "The year of Covid-

19 2020" ends and "The year of Covid-19 

2021" starts.  Consequently, our 500 Section 

picks up where we left off after our cancelled 

Christmas Party -- with no events on the cal-

endar.  Everything is on hold.  I was getting 

very antsy about not communicating any 

information to our membership.  So, despite 

having no events to report on, I am putting 

out a shorter Covid Edition to start off 2021.  

I just want to let all our members know that even 

though all events are on hold, your officers and 

board are all working behind the scenes (we're 

running in the background, so to speak) so when 

it's safe to go outside again we'll be ready to go!   

Speaking of the board, at the close of 2020 we 

had 3 members volunteer to serve on the board.  

Their fresh input will bring new ideas to the day-

to-day operation of our section.  We also have a 

new Vice President, a position left open since our 

last VP, Barry and his wife moved to Florida.  Sam 

Mishelow, a new member joining in 2020 has not 

only joined the board, but has volunteered to 

help me with some of my duties.  He has also 

volunteered to be Co-Chair of the new Planning 

Committee (as soon as we can find a "Co" to 

chair with him).  Board members be advised I will 

be sending an email out next week to schedule a 

ZOOM board meeting. 

New members (and we had 19 new mem-

bers for 2020, which was very good!), I especially 

wanted to reach out to you as COVID has so lim-

ited your first year of membership events.  Do 

not fear, you will have your "New Member 

Ken Koehler - 

Club President 

Breakfast" where the section treats you and 

associate  member to breakfast.  Only, it just 

won't be in January.  So, we can hope for 

better weather, anyway, as usually it was on 

the worst weather day in January.  It is one of 

the first objectives of the planning committee 

to get the New Member Breakfast and our 

very popular Valentine's Lunch rescheduled.  

I've already had several great suggestions for 

events next year which I will turn over to the 

PC when their first meeting is scheduled. 

Last week I put out a small questionnaire 

to our board and most active members re-

garding their feelings about when to try and 

start events in 2021.  Almost all of the re-

sponses were to wait until March for every-

one's safety and to give the new vaccine a 

chance to slow down the pandemic.  So, I am 

going with the members' opinions and the 

planning committee will be "tentatively" look-

ing towards March to start with some minimal 

contact but fun events. 

I really appreciate everyone's patience as 

we wait out the pandemic and all the officers 

and board will continue to work for a smooth 

start to 2021 as soon as the country and state 

begin to open up. 

     

 Ken   

I N D I A N A P O L I S  5 0 0  S E C T I O N   
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The all-German marque Concours d’Elegance that has become a staple on the annual Monterey Car Week schedule will host a sec-

ond event in 2021 which will bring the show to the East Coast.   Legends of the Autobahn (LOTA) will be held in partnership with 

the Hilton Head Island Motoring Festival’s Car Club Showcase event on Saturday, Nov 6, 2021 on the grounds of the Port Royal Golf 

Club. 

The BMW Car Club of America, Audi Club North America, and the Mercedes-Benz Club of America — in conjunction with the Hilton 

Head Island Concours — will offer a total of 160 entries for this inaugural event.  LOTA organizers will conduct their own judging, 

and the winning cars from each club will be asked to join the festivities and to be displayed during the Concours d’Elegance on   

Sunday, Nov 7.  Registration for the available entries at LOTA East will open in Spring 2021. 

“We were all so incredibly disappointed to have had to cancel our 2020 show,” said Lindsey Harrell, the Hilton Head Island Con-

cours president, “but because of this, we’ve been able to shift our focus to building a spectacular  event for next year.  And to have 

this event already in the works for 2021 is beyond exciting and will be a great addition for our guests and our island.” 

“The members of the Audi, Mercedes-Benz, and BMW Clubs of America look forward to bringing the premier all-German Marque 

Legends Of The Autobahn concours to the East Coast,” said Frank Patek, BMW CCA Executive Director.  “Legends is a mainstay of 

the famed Monterey Auto Week.  The founders of this landmark event agree that the Hilton Head Island Motoring Festival and it’s 

acclaim is the best place to share our passion on the East Coast.” 

We couldn’t be more eager for our return to the show field next fall after the COVID-induced hiatus,” said Harrell.  “Much is 

planned for the 2021 Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance, and this will only add to the excitement of our comeback.  We are 

enthusiastic about this partnership and what it could bring down the road.” 

With he addition of the Legends of the Autobahn added to the schedule, more than 600 vehicles are planned to participate at the 

2021 Festival.  What will now be the nineteenth annual Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance & Motoring Festival is scheduled 

for Oct 22-24, 2021 for the events in Savanna, GA (Savannah Speed Classic) and Nov 5-7, 2021 for the events on Hilton Head Island, 

SC.  Tickets are anticipated to go on sale early 2021. 

For more information on the 2021 Hilton Head Island Concours d”Elegance & Motoring Festival, visit www.HHConcours.com 

For more information on the Legends of the Autobahn, visit legendsoftheautobahn.org 
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6 Winter Tips for Storing Your Car 
Don’t get caught      

off guard! 

    Fill Up The Fuel Tank 

     One of the worst things      
    you can do is leave a car        
        parked for months with a  
              nearly empty fuel  
               tank. The empty  
               space in the tank will  
           contain vapor which will  
        condense into water over      
      time. If there is water pre-
sent in your fuel tank the gaso-
line will get contaminated and 
corrosion starts to appear 
which can affect the fuel level 
sensor. If this is to happen you 
could potentially have a bro-
ken or faulty fuel gauge which 
can be dangerous. 
 
Routine Maintenance 

This goes for regular car care, 
especially for Mercedes vehi-
cles, that having routine 
maintenance done to your ve-
hicle is important. If your Mer-
cedes-Benz is nearing their 
maintenance for any of their 
services such as Service A, B, 
C, D, E in the next 500 miles 
or 30 days, you will want to 
have it checked. That way 
when you take your car out of 
storage it is all ready to drive. 

Tire Pressure 

When it comes to cold weather 
and sitting idle, the pressure in 
car tires tends to dip. If you are 
thinking of storing your luxuri-
ous Mercedes for the winter, 
add air to your tires so that 
they reach a level of 40 psi. By 
doing this, you will minimize 
the flat spotting of your tires 
while in storage. On top of 
that, the car will be ready to hit 
the road at the first sign of 
spring. 

Use A Cover 

If you are going to store 
your car this winter, you 
should consider pur-
chasing a car cover. 
Why would you need a 
cover if your car is in 
storage? No matter if it 
is outside or inside, the 
car’s paint can be dam-
aged by almost any-
thing from the weather 
to dust mites forming on 
the car in storage. To 
prevent spending mon-
ey in the spring for 
touch ups or a new coat 
of paint, get a cover for 
your Mercedes. This will 
keep it looking mint 
through the winter so 
you can drive a car that 
looks like new in the 
summer. 

Disconnect Battery 

If you are dead set on 
storing your Mercedes 
for several months dur-
ing the winter season 
then it is recommended 
to disconnect the car’s 
battery. This way you 
will not lose any battery 
power during the winter 
as it sits in storage. 
Once the springtime 
arrives there are a cou-
ple of things you need 
to such as synchronize 
the windows. To do this 
you will need to press 
and hold the window 
switch for five seconds 
once the windows hit 
the top.  If your Mer-
cedes is equipped with 
a sunroof, you will need 
to move it all the way 
back and then hold the 
switch for five sec-
onds.  You should also 

do this same motion but 
have the sunroof move to 
the front and hold. 

Once you reconnect the 
battery to take the car out 
of storage, you will need to 
reset the steering angle 
sensor otherwise you will 
have an ABS, ESP defec-
tive warning on the dash-
board. To reset, start the 
car and turn the steering 
wheel all the way to the 
right and left a couple of 
times then restart the car. 

Fluids 

If you plan to store your 
Mercedes for the winter 
you should make sure you 
have all the necessary flu-
ids in your vehicle. Your 
coolant should have a 
50/50 ration of water and 
antifreeze, and if you live in 
very cold climate the ration 
should be 30 water and 70 
antifreeze. You should also 
make sure that you have 
windshield washer fluid that 
will not freeze at low tem-
peratures as your car sits 
in storage. In all, you just 
want to make sure that 
there is no water that could 
potentially freeze any lines 
and cause leaks once the 
winter surpasses. 

 Sam 

Indy 500 Section VP 

I N D I A N A P O L I S  5 0 0  S E C T I O N   
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When Charlie Fehrman was a 

young boy, his father, a dedicated 

minister with few extra dollars, was 

given a Mercedes by a good friend.  

It was a 1964 220Sb, sporting the 

fins popular at the time.   Charlie 

eventually got to drive that car a 

couple times as he came of age, but 

never dreamed he would own a 

Mercedes one day. As the years 

went by, Charlie served as an Indi-

ana State Trooper, and currently 

works for Midwest Remediation.  

Then, when his wife Debi graduated 

as a nurse practitioner three years 

ago, Charlie presented her with a 

beautiful SL550 roadster.   

The story goes that Debi, enjoy-

ing a top-down day, pulled up to a 

parking place, and noticed the car 

next to her was practically identical 

to hers.  Its owner was Sam 

Mishelow, who had recently found a 

card under his windshield wiper 

with Ken Koehler's name on it.  As 

Mercedes drivers often do, 

Sam and Debi stood by their 

cars and talked for quite a 

while about how much they 

enjoyed them.  Sam men-

tioned the card he had been 

left and suggested Debi might 

check out the club as well.  

Turns out, Debi joined before 

Sam and Debi brought Char-

lie! 

Since that day, Charlie, 

Debi, and Sam have been en-

thusiastic Indy 500 Section 

members.  They have also gen-

erously offered their talents.  

In the last year, Charlie has 

turned out creative and engag-

ing quarterly newsletters for 

the club, taking that burden 

from Ken.  Sam has recently 

offered to fill the vacant vice-

president's position and be-

come co-chair of our new plan-

ning committee.  

Because of Charlie's wonder-

ful work with the newsletter, Ken 

chose Charlie as Member of the 

Year for the Indy 500 Section.  We 

could not present this award at 

our Christmas Party, but Ken, Sara 

and Charlie met for lunch on 

Dec.30 (see picture).  This story 

should encourage all members to 

spread the word about the great 

club we have to other Mercedes 

owners .  You never know where 

that little push may lead! 

Craig & Sharyn Kaiser 

William Myers 

Ronald Jones 

Robert Squires 

Debi & Charlie Fehrman 

Ed Dalton & Jan Holton 

Roger Schooler 

Joseph & Bunny Harrick 

Jorn Kollum 

William & Janet McGarvey 

Thorton Perkins 

Chelsea Skiles 

4th Qtr Renewing Members (62 in all 2020) 

“As Mercedes 

drivers often do, 

Sam and Debi 

stood by their 

cars and talked 

for quite a while 

about how much 

they enjoyed 

them….”  

Our 2020 Member of The Year 
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Chelsea Skiles     Mercedes-Benz of 
Sales & Leasing Professional                         Indianapolis 

3900 E 96th St. 
Indianapolis, IN  46240 

Main:  317 580-6800 
skiles@mercedesofindy.com                  Text/Call:  317 660-0857 
www.mercedesofindy.com   Fax: 317 580-6822 
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AUTOHAUS DIEROLF 

Import Sales & Service 
Mon—Fri    7:30-5:30 p.m. 

 
429 W. Carmel Dr    |     Carmel, IN 
Chris Dierolf          (317) 571-0800 



from Sam Mishelow, our new VP 
and a new board member asking 
about the card I left on his car.  In 
addition to this, Sam coinci-
dentally parked next to another 
SL550 while out and about, 
owned by Debi Fehrman.  They 
struck up a conversation about 
their virtually identical cars and 
Sam brought up MBCA.  Turns out 
Debi beat Sam to the draw and 
signed up for the club the day 
before Sam.   

What a fantastic job that 
little card did!  Debi joined with 
her hubby, Charlie.  He became 
our  Newsletter Editor and recipi-
ent of this year's Member of The 
Year award.   He does such a 
great job on our newsletter and 
digital communications.   Addi-
tionally, both of them are very 

Soon after becoming presi-
dent of the Indy500 Section I or-
dered a box of cards from HQ in 
Colorado Springs.  Ever since,  
when I see a nice Mercedes in a 
parking lot, I often leave one 
stuck in the driver's side window 
molding or under the windshield 
wiper.  On the back of the card is 
all the information of how to join 
MBCA.  I don't have any idea how 
many members we've actually 
gotten from this simple task, but I 
do know one evening I struck 
GOLD!  Sara and I were out just 
taking an evening top down drive 
around our neighborhood when I 
spotted a beautiful silver SL550 in 
a driveway nearby.  I drove past it 
but for some reason, decided to 
turn around, go back, and stick 
my card on the car.  Low and be-
hold, the next day I got an email 

active and enthusiastic 
members.  Sam is also a 
very active 
member and 
volunteers to 
be VP and a 
board mem-
ber.  What I'm trying to 
show is how one small action, like 
my dropping a card on a Mer-
cedes, or your inviting a friend 
who also drives a Mercedes, can 
not only help the club but change 
it so much for the better.  Please 
don't hesitate inviting other Mer-
cedes owners to check us out!                                              

 

~ Ken 

Indianapolis 500 Section Star 

6168 Ruthven Dr 

Noblesville, IN  46062 

MERCEDES-BENZ  

Club of AMERICA 

 MY BEST "CARD DROP" - AKA HOW TO RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS 


