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WRAPPING UP THE YEAR OF THE PANDEMIC
Well, here we are wrapping up 2020, AKA the Year of COVID-19.  What a year it 

has been!  After missing a few potential events, a couple lower than expected turn-outs 
and rescheduling a few others, we are going to make it through!  And I firmly believe 
we have picked up the momentum we ended 2019 and began 2020 with.  The great 
attendance we saw at last year's Christmas Party, this year's New Member Breakfast 
and Valentine's Lunch resumed for our Show And Shine, Visit to French Lick/West 
Baden and IMS Museum Tour.  I'm looking forward to another well attended Christmas 
Party December 6th at George's Neighborhood Grill (invitation inside).  Add to our fun 
events we have a renewed board with 3 new board members volunteering to help as 
we head into 2021!  

Our last four events (highlighted inside) started off with a small but energetic 
group heading south to revisit the New Unionville & Western 1/8th scale railroad of 
which member Kent Bolerjak is a member.  We did have some nicer weather this year 
and stayed on for a great BBQ lunch prepared by owner Pete Pedigo's wife Melissa.  
After riding the rails and enjoying a huge lunch, we all took some back roads home to 
finish off the day.  Our Show And Shine was held at Forest Park in Noblesville this 
year and experienced a very good turn-out.  Traditionally great food was prepared by 
Roye Gaha on the grill, Dave Weaver on the brats and everyone else pitching in with 
one of their specialties and desserts.  What a feast!  We had a nice day, too, and 
there was a huge showing of beautiful Benz's.  

It was fun for me -- a lifelong train enthusiast -- to hear the Noblesville RR leave 
periodically for local train rides.  We're currently planning on returning here next year 
and I've already spoken to the park's office about the possibility of scheduling rides 
for those that might be interested.  Then 21 members, guests and the Doty's dog had 
a fabulous weekend at the West Baden Springs Resort.  The food was fantastic, great 
visiting with others, a fun Poker Run and totally incomparable accommodations.  
Everyone said they had an incredible time and we're thinking about doing this again 
in the future.  French Lick/West Baden is such a fun area with lots to do -- and not too 
far away either.  Our last outside event (not counting the Christmas Party) took place 
yesterday.  Dave Weaver planned a great visit to the IMS Museum followed by lunch 
and go-karting at the 1911 Grill and a small wine & cheese tasting at Marie Hall's 
Three Sisters and a Trunk gift and memorabilia shop.  25 members and guests 
enjoyed a tour of the museum, lunch, sampling and shopping while some of the more 
adventurous took a few laps around the go-kart track.  Another fun day for all 
attending!  Since the museum is constantly changing its exhibits, this may be an 
event we could do every year!

                                        ….. continued on page 3
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Upcoming Calendar Events 
Dec 6         Christmas Party!! 
         George’s Neighborhood Grill 1:00 pm 
         6395 Lake Plaza Drive, Indy 
  Private Room 
  Full Menu and Cash Bar 
           R.S.V.P by Nov 30 to skkoehler@att.net 

            FUN IN CINCINNATI 

On Saturday, August 22, Ken and Sara 
joined the Cincinnati Club for a fun rally.  
Fourteen cars enjoyed crowding onto an old-
time ferry and crossing the Ohio River, 
climbing a hill to get a glorious view of the 
Cincy skyline, and enjoying a Jimmy John's  
box lunch at the end.  Most of all, we enjoyed 
getting out of our houses and being with 
friends, old and new, and driving our cars on 
some great roads. 

 

We are always looking for new ideas for events. 
Please email Ken: skkoehler@att.net with your 

input and ideas. 

AUTOHAUS DIEROLF 
IMPORT SALES & SERVICE 

Mon — Fri   7:30 — 5:30 p.m. 

429 W. Carmel Drive Carmel, N  46032 
Chris Dierolf          3178 571-0800 

MERCEDES OWNER 
Save on specialized service for older Mercedes,  

from minor repair to complete restoration,  
by an ASE Master Tech and Mercedes specialist.  

Project cars accepted. 

317.769.3536  *  rksquires@mw.net 
Quality Enterprises  *  Mon-Sat  10-6 

CAMP BOW WOW 
Mike Underwood 
Owner/Trainer 
CBW LAWRENCE         m:  (317) 258.1069 
108830 Pendleton Pike         o:   (317) 794.3647 
Indianapolis, IN 46236         f:    (317) 723-3867 

michael.underwood@campbowwow.com 
campbowwow.com/lawrence 

 SUPPORT OUR MEMBER BUSINESSES 
AND SPONSORS!

QUALITY IMPORTS SERVICE 
Serving Bloomington Since 1976 

702 ½ North Fairview St. 
Bloomington, IN  47404 
FAX  812.333.4614

812.339.1776 
AUTHORIZED PARTS 
service@deutschautogroup.com

DAVID E WEAVER, CLU 
DAVID E WEAVER AGENCY 
581 S RANGE LINE RD STE 84 
CARMEL, IN  46032-2149 
Office:  317.944.7020 
E-mail: DWeaver@amfam.com 
Res:     317.846-5409 
Cell:     317.491.2263 
FAX:    317 581-1230 

mailto:DWeaver@amfam.com
mailto:michael.underwood@campbowwow.com
http://campbowwow.com/lawrence
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RENEWED MEMBERS: 

Mike Fisher
Sam Mishelow
Richard Datzman
Ed & Kumsuk Ellis
Russ & Linda Jeffrey
Ralph & Peter Buschbacher
James & Joan Voyles
Fredrick & Leslie Adelsperger
Chris Dierolf
George & Lorrie Tancos
Steven & Juandah Westby
Hans & Annerose Strodbeck
Dan Blaney
Earl Salisbury
Tim Downing
Frederick King
William Scott
Debi & Charlie Fehrman

Current Board:Members 

Ken Koehler 
Dave Weaver 
Sara Koehler 
Roye Gaha 

Dave Swenby 
Archibald Hawkins 
Hon. Gerald Zore 

Sam Mishelow 

5 0 0    S E C T I O N    N E W S L E T T E R    N O T E S
     We ask our readers to support the advertisers appearing in this publication, however, no inference should be made that advertising in 
the 500 Section Star implies approval of products or services by the publisher, the 500 Section, its officers or members, or by the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 
     We encourage editors of other Mercedes-Benz Club newsletters to reprint articles that may be of interest to their Section’s members. 
We would appreciate credit being given to the 500 Section. Those articles reprinted in the 500 Section Star with permission from owners 
of copyrights on those articles may not be used without written permission from the original owners.

    500 Section Officers
President:  Ken Koehler, skkoehler@att.net;     |     Vice President:   

Secretary:  Sara Koehler, skkoehler@att.net;     |     Treasurer:  Dave Weaver  (317) 844.7020
Contact information for the Section 500 Start Newsletter can be made through our Newsletter Editor:

Charlie Fehrman     |     charlie.fehrman@gmail.com     
Mercedes-Benz Club of America Central Regional Director
Rick Siefert     |     rick.siefert@att.net     |     (314) 435-1903

Mercedes-Benz Classic Center Technical Resources
MBCC     |     9 Whitney     |     Irvine, CA  96218 

(949) 598-4850     |     (866) MB_CLASSIC     |     www.mercedes-benz-classic.com

Business Ads 

$50 - Business Card 
$100 - ¼ page 
$175 - ½ page 

$200 - Back Cover 
$250 - Full Page 

$100 - Webpage Ad 
Contact Dave Weaver 
dweaver@amfam.com

Questions?? 

Contact your local 
president, regional 

director, or the National 
Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
M-F  8A-4:30P MT 

Advertise Free 

MBCA 500 Section 
Members can place free 
ads which will run for two 

issues.  For additional info, 
contact Ken Koehler  

skkoehler@att.net 

1987 560SL FOR SALE 
Silver/Blue; 58,000 miles. Silver w/ blue leather and blue soft top.  Hard and soft tops in 
excellent condition.  Until 2020 always registered and garaged in Florida.  Clean Carfax.         
No dents or scratches.  $20,000 OBO.  joeharrick@gmail.com    call/text (941) 441.6924 

M  E  M  B  E  R      C  L  A  S  S  I  F  E  D      A  D  S  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 - WRAPPING UP…
Looking ahead to next year I am very enthused about our section.  With the ideas 

our new board members will be sharing and some of the ones we are still looking to 
implement from 2020, I'm looking forward to building on the momentum we started this 
year.  I would like to re-establish our planning committee from a couple years ago to work 
from ideas suggested at the Christmas Party to expand on events for 2021 and find even 
more things our members will enjoy.  Our first two events for 2021 will be our traditional 
New Member Breakfast in January and Valentine's Lunch in February.  As soon as dates 
and times are set up, we will get invitations out to all our membership.  So far this year 
we've had 14 new members who all will be treated to a free breakfast by the club!  Another 
tradition seems to have been the weather is terrible on New Member Breakfast.  Perhaps I 
can break that tradition this year!

Here's a big "Thank You" to all who helped make 2020 a great year and looking 
forward to making 2021 even greater!                 

Ken 

mailto:skkoehler@att.net
mailto:skkoehler@att.net
mailto:charlie.fehrman@gmail.com
mailto:rick.siefert@att.net
http://www.mercedes-benz-classic.com
mailto:joeharrick@gmail.com
mailto:dweaver@amfam.com
mailto:skkoehler@att.net
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2020 SHOW AND SHINE
On August 9, 21 Mercedes Club members defied 

the August heat and the coronavirus to gather safely for 
our annual picnic.  Our new location at Forest Park in 
Noblesville provided lots of shady space to social 
distance, as people enjoyed a couple of hours out of our 
usual isolated lives.

Roye Gaha was our grill master, as always, along 
with Dave Weaver supplying delicious brats from his Brat 
Machine.  Dave also decorated the picnic tables with 
German flags and colorful flowers, which the ladies were 
able to take home.  

Our event was a true "Show and Shine," as several 
people brought cars that elicited "oohs and aahs" from the 
members.  There was a plethora of beautiful SL's, 
covering various years and body styles, the highlight of 
which was Ed Dalton's blue Pagoda.

We are looking forward to our next event - our long-awaited 
trip to French Lick, with accommodations at the gorgeous West 
Baden Springs Resort.  The hotel has never closed throughout 
these difficult months because they have been so strict in their 
policies to keep people healthy.   

We have been so pleased that our club did not "shut down" 
as some have, and that our train trip, our picnic, and our 
upcoming trip to French Lick are keeping our members 
connected and having fun driving their Mercedes.

  RIDING THE RAILS
Grateful to have "someplace to go" after spending most of our time at home 

lately, a group of nine members traveled to New Unionville, IN near Bloomington 
to ride on the New Unionville and Western 
Railroad, a 1/8 - scale marvel of 
engineering and construction.  Member 
Kent Bolerjak has been one of the train 
enthusiasts who has helped create the 
cars, engines, track, etc. on the property of 
Pete and Melissa Pedigo.  Pete had worked in bridge construction and had the dream of 
creating a working railroad on his extensive property.  Melissa graciously served us a 

beautiful picnic lunch after we had enjoyed our rides through the woods, over bridges, and even through a tunnel.
This was the second trip for most of us, and it was fun to show it to the 
new members, who were amazed that such a thing existed since few 
people are invited to the property, due to liability issues.  One of the 
new people was Hannelore Brabo, who with her husband, Ray, had 
been a long-time member of the club after moving to the States years 
ago from near Mannheim, Germany.  Hannelore lost Ray about a year 
ago, and she contacted Ken with a question related to her car.  Ken 
encouraged her to come to the outing and to ride with us.  We found we 
had lots in common, since we had lived in Germany for two years while 
Ken served in the Army. Hannelore is proud of her silver 2001 S 500 
and is looking forward to more Mercedes Club outings.
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Alan and Vicki Halberstadt regularly make the trek from Champagne, 
Illinois to join the Indy 500 section for outings.  This couple truly loves to 
travel, and they have great vehicles to make the journeys comfortable and 
fun.  Alan and Vicki recently met the group for the French Lick Weekend.  
They had recently toured several national parks in the West, but while there 
they had to endure a couple of unfortunate incidents:  a rock in their 
windshield and a hit from another car in a parking lot.  Their "bad luck" 
followed them to Indiana.  On the way to the French Lick, a large rock was 
thrown into the hood of their beautiful SL550 Roadster before making a 
sizable crater in their windshield.

These intrepid travelers are taking off again for a month-
long Route 66 journey in their roomy new BMW X7, a true 
Retirement Adventure Vehicle!  Alan will be taking along 
his camera and enjoying his hobby of taking great 
photographs.  In fact, he is kind enough to use this hobby 
to help the club - he is in charge of posting pictures of our 
activities on Facebook.  
Thank you, Alan and Vicki, for all you do to make our 
section better by the work you do and for being the fun, 
adventuresome couple that you are!

OUR ILLINOIS TRAVELERS 

SECTION 500 Christmas Party 

December 6, 2020 

George’s Neighborhood Grill 

6395 Lake Plaza Dr, Indy 

Private Room  |  Full Menu  |  Cash Bar 

RSVP by Nov 30 to: 

skkoehler@att.net
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 OUR DAY IN SPEEDWAY 
     

     Dave Weaver, treasurer of our Indy 500 Section, is a true racing 
enthusiast.  Indy cars seem to be his favorite, but he follows all types of 
racing.  In addition to working with his wife, Carole, as an American Family 
Insurance agent, Dave enjoys reading on a varied variety of subjects 
including racing, and he and Carole travel to many racing venues, some even 
during the pandemic!  We knew that this knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
race fan would plan a great October outing for our club at the famous oval.  

Twenty-four members and guests met 
on Oct.17 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum for a guided tour to see the 
incredible cars and hear some of the stories associated with them and their legendary 
drivers. Everyone enjoyed the present special exhibit  "From the Vault," which 
showcased cars rarely seen by the public.  

     We were proud that the most expensive car in their vast 
collection is a one-of-kind Mercedes which raced in Europe 
and is estimated to be worth $50 million.
     All that history gave us an appetite, so we headed to 
lunch in a private dining room at the 1911 Restaurant, 
owned by former driver and owner, Sarah Fischer.  It is 
unique because she also built a two-story indoor go-kart 
track attached to the restaurant.  It was fun to watch the 
little cars zip around the track, and Bill & Lindy Walker and 
Randy & Terri Patee proudly represented us on the course!!  
They agreed it was an exciting and challenging experience.

To cap off our day, several of us went down the street to 
visit Marie Hall, wife of a former driver and friend of Dave and 
Carole's.  Marie welcomed us with wine, cheese, and desserts 
to her shop, Three Sisters and a Trunk, which features race-
related items and clothing for sale as well as a room with 
many years of memorabilia on display.  Thank you, Dave, for 
planning a really fun outing to a world-famous venue which 
happens to be in our own backyard!
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West Baden Springs and Resort is 
one of the premier hotels in the state of 
Indiana, and we had been looking forward 
to this weekend all year.  Entering the 
immense atrium, dubbed the "Eighth 
Wonder of the World" when it was built, it's 
easy to imagine grand events taking place with illustrious 

guests arriving here 
by train or in their 
fancy cars.  The hotel 
welcomed us and 
allowed us to park 
together in a 
prominent location 
along the front 
entrance.  The 
beautiful cars, the 
changing fall leaves, 
and the gorgeous 

resort made quite an impression.  
Friday night, after our" meet 

and greet" in the atrium, we 
enjoyed great food and wine at the 
French Lick Winery and Vintage 
Cafe.  Saturday was a very busy 
day.  After breakfast we took off on 
a Poker Run through the winding 
back roads of southern Indiana.  
Our stops were the Patoka Lake 
Winery, where various flavors of 
"wine slushies" proved to be 

popular.  Next we visited Hinshaw's Rocks and Gems, a 
family owned lapidary turning out beautifully crafted 
jewelry and other objects from rocks found around the 
world.  A fourth generation is now carrying on the family 
profession.  
Legendz was our lunch spot of choice and Dave and 

Edie Swenby had 
their lunch paid 
for by the club 
since they had 
taken second 
place in the Poker 
Run.  Some of our 
group attended 
the popular "Tea 
in the Atrium" and 
many joined one of two docents for tours of the hotel and 
grounds to learn about the fascinating history and incredible 
recent renovations of the resort.  We gathered at the German 

Cafe for a family-style German dinner, capped off 
with authentic apple strudel.  Steve and Juandah 
Westby's winning poker hand earned the couple 
their dinners that evening.  
Before we headed home on Sunday, ten of us 
decided to try a new place for breakfast called 
Nila's.   We were impressed and will be returning 
there in the future.  All in all, we proved that a 
group of determined Mercedes enthusiasts could 

spend a safe and fun 
weekend together during a 
pandemic.    Thanks to all 
who made the weekend so 
memorable! 

The photographer finally makes it 
in a picture!
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MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA
Indianapolis 500 Section Star
6168 Ruthven Dr.
Noblesville, IN  46062
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