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Holiday Party Results
Chateau Thomas was our new des=na=on
for the annual Holiday Party on December
7th, 2014. Thirty folks enjoyed the view of
the winery via the private banquet room on
the second level of the facility and were
treated to a private wine tas=ng of several
diﬀerent samples of Chateau Thomas wines.
The scrump=ous buﬀet meal included choices of Vegetable Lasagna, Oriental Beef Tips,
and Baked Brie Stuﬀed Chicken Breast with
Parmesan Au Gra=n. To top it oﬀ there was
Apple Cobbler w/Whipped Cream and brandy soaked strawberries with hot beverages.

dressed the group and recognized the
eﬀorts of neighboring sec=ons joining together with Regional Events. We had representa=on from 3 Rivers Sec=on in Ft.
Wayne. IN and the Cincinna= Sec=on in Cincinna=, OH.

President

Ken Salter

Vice-President Kevin Williams

Our annual Raﬄe raised $240 for the United
Christmas Service.

Secretary

Alicia Turpin

Treasurer

Alicia Turpin

We welcome sugges=ons from our membership, here are some sugges=ons:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AAer the meal, our President, Ken Salter
recognized Russ Jeﬀrey and Kevin Williams
with awards for Member of the year and
Oﬃcer of the Year respec=vely for their dedica=on and service to the club.
Our Na=onal President, Terry Kiwala, who
drove from a Holiday Party in St. Louis, ad-

We also elect our Oﬃcers each year, the
results of this years elec=ons are:

We had a nice selec=on of items for the
raﬄe including Dinner GiA Cer=ﬁcates, jackets, glasses, and other donated items.

•
•

Dinner at Ludwig Bavarian Haus. (Southside
465 & 31)
Auto Museum Tour
Road Rallye
Tech Session
Indy Road Course - May 9th ?
Indianapolis 500 - May 24th ?
Dream Cars: Innova=ve Design, Visionary
Ideas” American and European concept car
designs will be on display at the Indianapolis
Museum of Art from May 3 through Aug. 23
Regional/Joint event ideas
CorveCe show IMS June 25-27

NEWSLETTER NOTES
We ask our readers to support the
adver=sers appearing in this publica=on,
however, no inference should be made that
adver=sing in the 500 Sec=on Star implies
approval of products or services by the
publisher, the 500 Sec=on, its oﬃcers or
members, or by the Mercedes-Benz Club
America.
We encourage editors of other MercedesBenz Club newsleCers to reprint ar=cles
that may be of interest to their Sec=on’s
members. And would appreciate credit
being given to the 500 Sec=on. Those
ar=cles reprinted in the 500 Sec=on Star
with permission from owners of copyrights
on those ar=cles may not be used without
wriCen permission from the original
owners.

CENTRAL REGIONAL
DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL RESOURCES

Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Classic Center

Central Regional Director
Rick Siefert
367 W Manor Dr
Chesterﬁeld, Mo 63017
rick.siefert@aC.net
(314) 435-1903

INDIANAPOLIS 500 SECTION
Mercedes-Benz Club of America
500 Sec=on Star
NewsleCer Editor
Ken Salter
6233 Mack Farm LN
Indianapolis, IN 46237
(317) 789-9981
email: ksalt@hotmail.com

The Mercedes-Benz Classic Center in Irvine,
California, is the ideal place for owners,
collectors, and enthusiasts to connect with
this legendary brand. In addi=on to me=culously restoring and selling classic Mercedes
-Benz vehicles, the Classic Center oﬀers
appraisals, provides Genuine MercedesBenz Classic Parts, and can even host your
special event.
Mercedes-Benz Classic Center
9 Whatney,
Irvine, California 92618
Tel: (949) 598-4850
Toll Free: 1-866-MB-CLASSIC
Mon - Fri 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. PST
www.mercedes-benz-classic.com
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MBCA 500 Sec=on Members can place
free ads which will run for two issues.
For addi=onal informa=on:
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Questions ?
Call your Sec=on President at:
(317) 789-9981
Na=onal Business Oﬃce at:
(800) 637-2360
M-F, 8am - 5pm MT
www.mbca.org
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6233 Mack Farm Ln
Indianapolis, IN 46237
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Holiday Party Pictures at Chateau Thomas Winery - Dec 7, 2014

Contact Us
Do you have a ques5on about
your classic Mercedes-Benz?

Reach us by phone
1-866-MB-CLASSIC(1-866-622-5277)
8:00a.m.-4:00p.m. PST, Monday through Friday

Hours
Mon-Fri 8:00a.m.-4:00p.m. PST
Sat - Closed
Sun - Closed

Mercedes-Benz's new GLE Coupe wants a piece of luxury crossover market

Automotive News
December 9, 2014 - 6:00 pm ET
Mercedes-Benz hopes to carve out a niche in the crowded
luxury crossover market with the launch of the all-new GLE
Coupe aimed at buyers looking for a nimbler, sportier crossover.

Mercedes says the GLE coupe “feels like a true sport coupe,”
despite the raised seating and SUV-like view.
It is equipped with a variable dynamic control 9G-Tronic nine
-speed automatic transmission with /ive modes -- individual,
comfort, slippery, sport and sport+ -- that can be set via a
rotary control on the center console.

The 2016 GLE Coupe, a derivative of the four-door M-class
crossover, has four doors and a coupe-like roo/line. It will The GLE model also features Mercedes’ Airmatic air suspencompete primarily with BMW’s X6, now in its second genera- sion that is now available with the continuously variable
damping system ADS Plus. The system was designed to protion.
vide stable driving and adjusts based on the transmission
The GLE Coupe will be formally introduced next month at the
mode.
Detroit auto show and will be produced at the Mercedes-Benz
An active curve system has active roll stabilization and kicks
factory near Tuscaloosa, Ala.
in when the vehicle is put into the two sport modes.
It is the /irst vehicle to be named using Mercedes-Benz’s new
nomenclature -- all crossovers will be called GL, and the E The crossover also has a new degressive sport direct-steering
system with a revised steering ratio. The driver gives input
represents its size relationship with the E-class sedan.
Mercedes also is using the Detroit auto show to introduce the through a new compact sports steering wheel.
AMG Sport line offering fewer performance features at lower
The GLE has safety, assistance and infotainment features
prices. It will complement full-blown and more expensive
available on the sedans. Mercedes did not detail the full list of
AMG-developed models.
standard and optional features.
“The GLE 450 AMG Coupe is our /irst sports model, and furOn the exterior, standard equipment includes AMG body stylther highly emotional and performance-oriented models will
ing with a front and rear apron, a rear-spoiler lip and larger
follow in the near future,” Tobias Moers, CEO of Mercedes21-inch light alloy wheels and tires.
AMG, said in a statement. “The new product line from Mercedes-AMG has allowed us to make true sports car technolo- Mercedes’ designers carried over features from the new Sclass coupe with similar rear lights and wide chrome inserts
gy and the fascination of motorsports more accessible.”
above the license plate holder that is incorporated into the
BMW’s volumes with the X6 have been modest -- it went on
rear bumper. The rear window is rounded off at the top.
sale in 2008 and U.S. deliveries peaked at 6,479 in 2012 -- but
the company prices it higher than the X5, a move that gener- For more of an SUV look, the GLE Coupe got a chrome plated
ates fatter pro/its. The X6 also attracts younger and more af- underride guard in the front and rear and twin tailpipe trim.
/luent buyers than the X5. Amid a boom in crossover and SUV The front has a sloping hood.
demand, X6 sales have tumbled 29 percent this year to 3,438
Inside, the GLE Coupe has a rear-bench seat and can /it /ive
-- in part because of the change over to the redesigned model.
passengers. It has an 8-inch display and touchpad for infoThe GLE also is expected to be priced higher than the M class, tainment.
which starts at $49,225 with shipping for the ML350 with
You can reach Diana T. Kurylko at dkurylko@crain.com. -two-wheel drive and tops out at $99,325 for the ML63 AMG.
Follow Diana on
Initially, the U.S. market will get the GLE 450 AMG 4Matic
Source: Automotive News
Coupe with all-wheel drive. The engine is a bi-turbo V-6 3.0liter with 362 hp and 384 pounds-feet of torque.
The GLE Coupe has a 114.8-inch wheelbase and is 192.9 inches long, 78.9 inches wide and 68.1 inches tall.

FOR SALE
1991 MERCEDES-BENZ 560SEC FOR SALE
Mercedes-Benz 1991 560 SEC (Roadhouse) Ice blue/tan interior; last of the dis=nc=ve classy looking M.B. 103k miles; all
books and records; everything works like new; plus electronic
an=- rust, electronic animal alert, electronic ungo alarm, keyless entry. Babied baby needs a new home. Was $96k in 1991.
Yours for $15,000. Call Roye at (765) 482-0711.

Quality Enterprises

Save on specialized service for
older Mercedes, from minor
repairs to complete restoration,
by an ASE Master Tech and
Mercedes Specialist.
2003 Mercedes Benz S430 4Ma5c
2003 Mercedes-Benz S 430 4-Matic
Black w/AMG Sport package w/18 inch Wheels.
151,182 miles- highway miles between Chicago and Indianapolis.
Car is loaded and engine in good shape.
Needs minor maintenance items and perfect for someone
who works on Mercedes.
No longer driving daily . Selling for $6000
Call Kevin 317-517-6585

Bob Squires 317.769.3536
Mon - Sat 10-6

2014 EVENT SCHEDULE
For the latest event informa=on see our website - www.mbca500sec=on.com
JANUARY 2015

FEBRUARY 2015

MARCH 2015

New Member Breakfast

Valen5ne’s Day Brunch

Tech Session

Le Peep
2258 West 86th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46260
317-334-9690

Eddie Merlot’s
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

TBA

3645 East 96th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46240

Located at 71st and 465 on the west
side, Same shopping center as MCL and
the new Fresh Thyme market, just west
of St. Vincent's

APRIL 2015
Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum
Joint Event with Cincinna= and 3 Rivers
Sec=on
Saturday/Sunday April 18-19

MAY 2015

JUNE 2015

Indianapolis 500 Event(s)

STARTECH 2015

TBA

6/12/15– 6/14/15
Cincinna=, OH

Defensive Driving/Autocross
Saturday 6/20/15
Center Grove High School
2117 S. Morgantown Road
9am - 4pm

JULY 2015
Joint Event with 3 Rivers

AUGUST 2015
Show n’ Shine/Concours

SEPTEMBER 2015
Joint Event with Cincinna5

Carmel Clay Park West

OCTOBER 2015
Joint Event with 3 Rivers

NOVEMBER 2015
Joint Event with 3 Rivers

DECEMBER 2015
Holiday Party
December 6th, 2015

Questions ?
Call your Sec=on President
Ken Salter at:
(317) 789-9981

Call the Na=onal Business Oﬃce at:
(800) 637-2360
M-F, 8am - 5pm MT
www.mbca.org

BLAST FROM THE PAST
One of the original founders of the 500 Section was
Kent Emigh, he remembers one outing to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway with the 500 Section in
1961—the club got black listed for racing in the rain.
But they were having too much fun !

Indianapolis Motor
Speedway
Circa 1961

MBCA 500 Section
6233 Mack Farm LN
Indianapolis, IN 46237

To t h e M e r c e d e s - B e n z E n t h u s i a s t :
New Member
Breakfast
Le Peep
2258 West 86th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46260
Saturday, Jan 10th, 2015
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Snow Tires - Steven Rae, Technical Advisor
Do we get snow and ice in Indiana? Considering purchasing snow =res for your Benz? What are the alterna=ves and
what are the risks? Consider geRng snow =res through mail order, because they come prebalanced and mounted on
your choice of rims and they may be less expensive than local stores. The cheapest method is to buy steel rims and get
plas=c wheel covers that simulate the original equipment (OE) alloy rims. More expensive but more aesthe=cally pleasing is to get another set of alloy OE rims and mount the snow =res on them. It is highly recommended to get 4 snow
=res and not just two for the rear wheels, since you not only need trac=on to go, but to stop and to steer too! Of
course if you get mail order wheels and =res, you will likely have to pay to have them swapped with your current set
on your vehicle. Do-It-Yourselfers can save a few bucks here.
A warning about wear. Snow =res do work and they work wonders when pushing through heavy snow, but there is a
price to pay, i.e. they are made of soAer rubber compounds and do not last very long. If you do get snow =res, I would
recommend using them during the 3 winter months only and use your regular =res the rest of the year. Where to ﬁnd
mail order companies? Look in the Star magazine or in other car magazines such as Car and Driver, Automobile or Road
and Track. I have a beCer idea. Choose the wheel and =re combina=on you want, take the ad with the lowest price and
go down to your favorite =re store. Ask if they will meet or beat the price listed and you may be surprised. Be sure to
factor in the cost of shipping and moun=ng to make a fair comparison.
Want to know a truly cheap alterna=ve? Don't buy snow =res, just get 3, 40 lb bags of sand and place them in your
trunk. Note: This much extra weight at the rear can have a nega=ve eﬀect on handling in certain situa=ons so do so
only at your own risk.
One last safety point. There simply isn't a =re made that can stop a car on solid ice, so please be careful and give yourself plenty of room this Winter season. Happy and SAFE motoring to you all.

