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   Maggiano’s Restaurant in Indianapolis 

served as the 500 Section “center of the uni-

verse” for our ever-popular Holiday Party on 

December 8th. Thirty-five Benz enthusiasts 

gravitated to the scrumptious buffet meal 

including my personal favorite,  Tiramisu, for 

dessert. There were no excuses for anyone 

leaving hungry. 

  After the meal and very lively discussion, 

our Officers were elected by acclimation for  

2014 as follows: 

 

2014 Officers 

President: Ken Salter 

Vice-President: Kevin Williams 

Treasurer: Paul Bailey 

Secretary: Steven Rae 

Congratulations to our new Officers! 

 

    Following the election, Ken Salter thanked 

David Swenby for his service to the Club as 

President this past year and presented him 

with a gift card in appreciation. Ken was 

honored to introduce the new national 

President, Terry Kiwala who drove down 

from Chicago to join in the festivities. Terry 

spoke of his joining the Club at the young 

age of 16 and how he has enjoyed 20 years 

of membership (including many of those 

years as a joint member of the 500 Section). 

I recalled how Terry could literally smoke us 

all on the autocross courses over the years 

in his 300 SDL. Those of us who attended the 

Show N Shine in August will remember that 

Terry served as the judge for our first scored 

Concours event and he provided us with 

valuable tips to improve the appearance of 
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our cars. At that time he encouraged us to 

show at national Concours events. 

 

    Ken then previewed several prospective 

activities for next year and indicated we all 

were welcome to attend the yearly event 

planning meeting in January. He noted we’re 

always on the prowl for new activities and 

we encourage members to contact any Offi-

cers to share event suggestions. 

 

    Terri Patee presided over the raffle to give 

away terrific gift cards from Eddie Merlot’s 

and Sullivan’s restaurants, plus car wash 

coupon books, mugs, caps and other fine 

prizes. Everyone left a winner knowing that 

the proceeds from the raffle went to the 

Children’s Christmas Service, a notable char-

ity. 

 

   We wish to extend a warm welcome to 

one of our first-time attendees, Sharon Con-

nell, Ian MacIas and encourage them to at-

tend more events in 2014. 

 

   As is our tradition, the decorations were 

provided by David and Edie Swenby, includ-

ing wooden ornaments for us to take home 

as mementos of the occasion. Thanks Edie 

and Dave! Our gratitude is also extended to 

Kevin Williams who arranged for the room at 

Maggiano’s and who obtained many of the 

giveaways for our charity raffle.  

 

- Steven Rae 
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 NEWSLETTER NOTES 

We ask our readers to support the 

advertisers appearing in this publication, 

however, no inference should be made that 

advertising in the 500 Section Star implies 

approval of products or services by the 

publisher, the 500 Section, its officers or 

members, or by the Mercedes-Benz Club 

America. 
 

We encourage editors of other Mercedes-

Benz Club newsletters to reprint articles 

that may be of interest to their Section’s 

members. And would appreciate credit 

being given to the 500 Section. Those 

articles reprinted in the 500 Section Star 

with permission from owners of copyrights 

on those articles may not be used without 

written permission from the original 

owners. 
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Donors & Sponsors Liaison  
Kevin Williams  
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Membership Chairman  
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Board Members:  
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Welcome Jeffrey Mark to the Board 
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(317) 789-9981 

email: ksalt@hotmail.com  

CENTRAL REGIONAL 

DIRECTOR 

Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
Central Regional Director  

 

Cliff Reyle 

   2263 Glenbar Drive 

   Germantown, TN 38139 

   (901) 754-8574 

cliff.reyle@youthvillages.org 

TECHNICAL RESOURCES 

Classic Center 
 

The Mercedes-Benz Classic Center in Irvine, 

California, is the ideal place for owners, 

collectors, and enthusiasts to connect with 

this legendary brand. In addition to meticu-

lously restoring and selling classic Mercedes

-Benz vehicles, the Classic Center offers 

appraisals, provides Genuine Mercedes-

Benz Classic Parts, and can even host your 

special event. 

 

Mercedes-Benz Classic Center 

9 Whatney,  

Irvine, California 92618 

Tel: (949) 598-4850 

Toll Free: 1-866-MB-CLASSIC 

Mon - Fri 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. PST 

 

 www.mercedes-benz-classic.com 

 

500 SECTION OFFICERS 
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Kevin Williams 
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Secretary  
Steven Rae 

7202 Tappan Dr 

Indianapolis, IN 46268-5706 
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Paul Bailey  
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(317) 789-9981 

email: ksalt@hotmail.com 

ADVERTISE FREE 

MBCA 500 Section Members can place 

free ads which will run for two issues. 

For additional information: 
 

Contact: 
Ken Salter  

6233 Mack Farm  Ln  

Indianapolis, IN 46237  

(317) 789-9981 

email: ksalt@hotmail.com 
 

 

$50 - Business Card 

$75 - 1/4 Page 

$125 - 1/2 Page 

$150 - Back Cover 

$200 - Full Page 

BUSINESS ADS 

Questions ? 

Call your Section President at: 

(317) 789-9981  

 

National Business Office at: 

(800) 637-2360 

M-F, 8am - 5pm MT  

www.mbca.org 



 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

HOLIDAY PARTY AT MAGGIANO’S 
 

  



  

 

 

 

   In my glorious youth, a common practice among the cognoscenti 

involved attaching a baseball card to the bicycle frame with a 

handy clothes pin, allowing the wheel spokes to smack the card 

and make a distinctive explosive sound like an engine. My human-

powered transit module was transformed into a MOTOR bike and I 

loved that sound. Vroom! As a grown-up, I fell in love with the 

sounds that a Mercedes-Benz produces, perhaps reinforcing the 

old adage that men are just boys in grown-up bodies.  You may not 

think about it as you go about the rhythm of your daily life, but 

Benzes emanate unique and distinctive sounds if you open an ear. 

To wit: 

 

Vacuum door closer- On the 140 S-class, the vacuum door closer 

would whir softly then pull the door shut with a satisfying little 

click, unless of course if the vacuum pump fails, in which case it 

would suck tons of dollars from your wallet! 

 

Radio antennas-  Whir,whir, whir, snap, click as the antenna would 

go up and down on an ’86 to ’95 E-class (124) and others. 

 

Horn- Authoritative but somewhat muted sound like a French Horn 

with a fist in the bell. Sophisticated and classy like saying, “Would 

you please pay attention?” 

 

Doors- No other Marques have bettered the vault-like “thunk” 

sound of the door closing on a Benz. Noooo-body. 

 

Diesel - Fell in love with the klatta, klatta, klatta song of my ’76, 5-

cylinder diesel as it happily cruised the highway. Since then I‘ve 

moved on to gassers but have never forgotten my first love. 

 

A/C vents- WHOOSH!  “What did you say?” 

 

Cup Holder- Push, pop, and flip as the cup holder slowly and sym-

phonically expands and presents itself for use. 

 

Sunroof- R,R,R, whump 

 

ABS Brakes- Rat-a-tats accompanied by pedal pulses. Alas, electro-

hydraulic brakes on my 2003 E320 have done away with the pedal 

pulses.  The price of progress I suppose. 

 

Windshield wiper on a 124-  Thwak, whump, thwak as the single 

blade reverses, then drops down a tad to clear the top of the wind-

shield before repeating. Riding the cam like a cowboy on a bucking 

bronco. 

 

Achtung! Next time you hop into a Benz, take a listen. It’s talking to 

you. 

      

- Steven Rae, aka Mr “Wish I would have kept my baseball cards” 

 

 

 

 

SOUNDS OF A BENZ 

For the latest event information see our website - www.mbca500section.com 

2014 EVENT SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 2014 

 

Board Meeting 

Jeffrey Mark Motorsports 

 

FEBRUARY 2014 

 

Valentine’s Day Brunch 

Location Open 

 

Tech Session and Body Shop Tour 

with Cincinnati Section 

Mercedes-Benz of West Chester 

2/8/2014 10am-1pm 

MARCH 2014 

 

Board Meeting 

Location Open 

 

Winery Tour and Tasting at Valley 

Vineyards with Cincinnati Section 

2276 US22, Morrow, OH 45152 

2pm-6pm 

APRIL 2014 

Tech Session 

Russ Jeffrey 

with Jag Club 

 

 

MAY 2014 

Indianapolis 500 Event(s) 

 

JUNE 2014 

Defensive Driving/Autocross 

Center Grove High School 

2117 S. Morgantown Road 

 

JULY 2014 

Open 

AUGUST 2014 

Show n’ Shine 

Carmel Clay Park West 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

Open 

OCTOBER 2014 

 

Louisville Concours d’Elegance  

West Baden, IN 

NOVEMBER 2014 

 

Open 

DECEMBER 2014 

 

Holiday Party 

Location Open 

Sunday, December 7th 

    



 

Questions ? 

Call your Section President  

Ken Salter at: 

(317) 789-9981  

 

National Business Office at: 

(800) 637-2360 

M-F, 8am - 5pm MT  

 

 

 

$50 - Business Card Ad 

Available 

To  t h e  M e r c e d e s - B e n z  E n t h u s i a s t :  

Board Meeting 
 

Mid-January 2014 

2014 Planning Meeting 

Jeffrey Mark Motorsports 

 

See www.mbca.com for details 

 

MBCA 500 Section 
6233 Mack Farm LN  

Indianapolis, IN 46237 

 

TECH TALK 

Do we get snow and ice in Indiana? Considering purchasing snow tires for your Benz? What are the alternatives and what are 

the risks? Consider getting snow tires through mail order, because they come pre-balanced and mounted on your choice of 

rims and they may be less expensive than local stores. The cheapest method is to buy steel rims and get plastic wheel covers 

that simulate the original equipment (OE) alloy rims. More expensive but more aesthetically pleasing is to get another set of 

alloy OE rims and mount the snow tires on them. It is highly recommended to get 4 snow tires and not just two for the rear 

wheels, since you not only need traction to go, but to stop and to steer too! Of course if you get mail order wheels and tires, 

you will likely have to pay to have them swapped with your current set on your vehicle. Do-It-Yourselfers can save a few 

bucks here.  

 

A warning about wear. Snow tires do work and they work wonders when pushing through heavy snow, but there is a price to 

pay, i.e. they are made of softer rubber compounds and do not last very long. If you do get snow tires, I would recommend 

using them during the 3 winter months only and use your regular tires the rest of the year. Where to find mail order compa-

nies? Look in the Star magazine or in other car magazines such as Car and Driver, Automobile or Road and Track. I have a 

better idea. Choose the wheel and tire combination you want, take the ad with the lowest price and go down to your favorite 

tire store. Ask if they will meet or beat the price listed and you may be surprised. Be sure to factor in the cost of shipping and 

mounting to make a fair comparison.  

 

Want to know a truly cheap alternative? Don't buy snow tires, just get 3, 40 lb bags of sand and place them in your trunk. 

Note: This much extra weight at the rear can have a negative effect on handling in certain situations so do so only at your 

own risk.  One last safety point. There simply isn't a tire made that can stop a car on solid ice, so please be careful and give 

yourself plenty of room this Winter season. Happy and SAFE motoring to you all.  

 

Steven Rae, Technical Advisor  

Snow Tires 
by Steven Rae 


